
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Ken Moffett       

Department: Political Science       Phone Number: (618) 650-2649 

E-mail Address: kmoffet@siue.edu                                Campus Box: 1453 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor an additional, 

unfunded student. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking 1 additional, unfunded student 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   POLS 310 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-3 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

Varies 

 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
This project examines when campus wide plans to increase civic activity among students are more likely to be 

effective. We will do this by connecting data and activities from campus civic engagement plans to data on voting 

and other forms of civic activity from college campuses nationwide. Students will be working alongside me, Dr. 

Laurie Rice, and Zaneeta Daver from the All-In Challenge. 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Students will examine civic engagement plans from college campuses all over the nation to determine a common set 

of attributes of individual plans, and those that exist across plans. Also, students will enter data on these plans into a 

spreadsheet alongside rates of voting and other participatory forms. Further, students will take this data and fold it 

into other socioeconomic data on college campuses from other sources. 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

By the end of the appointment, students will learn:  

   1) How to construct, gather, compile, and analyze data;  

   2) How to use statistical software packages, like R and Excel;  

   3) About those features of civic engagement plans that make them work well.  

Students will gain experience with the research process, collaboration in performing research, and possibly, the 

opportunity to coauthor one or more peer-reviewed publications with the research team. 

 

 

 

 

 



Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

Students can generally choose their hours, but must be available to meet periodically with one or more members of 

the research team. I prefer to work with students who have some background in analyzing data and/or an interest in 

civic activity among college students. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Not applicable, as all work can be done from campus if a student chooses to do so. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

One statistics or quantitative research methodology course at the college level. Must have received at least a B in 

that course. 

Other requirements or notes to applicants:   

Experience with either Excel or R preferred. 

 

 


